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Synopsis
Actl Written by CHIAO Yuan-pu

In the outskirts of late 17th century Seville, Spain, Don Pizarro the prison governor fretted
over his crimes coming to light. He covertly imprisoned Florestan the nobleman under his
jurisdiction and spread rumors about his death. Florestan's wife, Leonore, clung to hope
and disguised herself as a man named Fidelio, working under Rocco the prison guard.

Rocco's daughter Marzelline, a former lover of young Jaquino, became enamored with
Fidelio, leading to awkward situations. Fidelio offered Rocco help to get closer to the
dungeon. Convinced, Rocco insisted only on keeping away from a prisoner under special
confinement.

Don Pizarro hurried to the prison before a ministerial inspection. To prevent the truth from
being exposed, he bribed Rocco to dig a grave and signal its completion to personally deal
with his archenemy. Fidelio asked Rocco to let prisoners out for fresh air and searched
for her husband, but her efforts proved unsuccessful. Pizarro was furious and rushed
prisoners back to their cells.

Actll

Imprisoned for 2 years and starving to death, Florestan hallucinated his wife coming for
rescue and had a mental breakdown. While Fidelio was digging the grave nearby, she
recognized her husband, but he failed to recognize her in disguise and entrusted her with
funeral arrangements.

Upon his arrival, Don Pizarro and Florestan had a heated argument. Just as the latter was
about to be executed, Fidelio, who hid nearby blocked the attack and threatened Pizarro
with a pistol. At this nick of time, a trumpet blared, announcing the minister's entry, who
vowed to save the wrongfully imprisoned. Florestan and Leonore embraced in celebration
of their love and victory as Rocco informed the minister of Pizarro's conspiracy, leading to
his arrest. Prisoners were released, and everyone praised true love and faith, singing in
triumph that justice has finally prevailed.
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